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“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom He is pleased!” (Luke 2:14)
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tance of confession and absolution throughout this
Lenten Season. Pastor Senkbeil focuses in on what
confession and absolution accomplishes, namely, it
gets rid of our guilt.

“’And he went outside and wept bitterly.” Those were no ‘crocodile tears’ Peter
cried. Those were tears of a broken man — tears of remorse and shame.

That same Peter had been the first one to confess Jesus as the Son of the liv-
ing God. In fact, that's how he had gotten his name. For that confession Je-
sus had given him the name Peter, which means ‘the rock.” And a rock he had
been. In Gethsemane he was the disciple who drew his sword to defend Jesus
from capture by his enemies. ‘Though they all fall away because of you,’ Peter
had boldly promised Jesus, ‘I will never deny you.” And for that moment at
least, he had been ready to back his words with actions.
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But just a few hours later, Peter's bold claim crumbled. In the gray light of
early dawn, Peter stood in the high priest's courtyard and, with cursing and
with swearing, denied not only that he was a disciple, but that he had ever
known Jesus. And just then the rooster crowed. Jesus turned and looked at
Peter. And Peter remembered the words of Jesus: ‘Before the rooster crows
today, you will disown me three times.” And there in the night, this giant of
faith, this great big rock of a man, broke down into tears.

Bible Classes
(throughout the week)

Trinity Lutheran School
3-K thru 8th grade

Our interest in Peter is not merely historical. It is no casual curiosity that
brings us to examine these events. For you and | are /ike Peter. We too have
denied our Lord. Time and again we have turned our backs on him, and by
our words and by our actions, we have denied ever knowing him. We are Pe-
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From the Pastors, cont’

ter. His need is our need. Therefore we come in this holy season of Lent for repentance. We come, in
other words, for a change — a change so deep and so profound, a change so very real, it can only be called
a new creation. We pray with the psalmist: ‘Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me’ (Psalm 51:10).

You see, if we claim that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. That's
confession and absolution in action: a simple matter of truth. Telling the truth to God, we admit the bitter,
awful truth of our sin. Hearing the truth from God, we learn that, as far as the east is from the west, so far
has he removed our sin from us. He placed them all on Jesus, who bore our sins with him into death, that
he might absolve - that is, cleanse and forgive — everyone who trusts in him.

That's how we deal with guilt: the bitterness of sins confessed and the sweet truth of sins absolved and
gone forever in Jesus’ name. He places his forgiveness into the preaching of the gospel, into Holy Baptism,
into the Lord’'s Supper, and into holy absolution. He takes our guilt and gives us his forgiveness, life, and
salvation. And by grace through faith, we receive the peace of mind and heart that is the joy and peace of
Christ himself!”

In Christ,

- _.f?; y A 4 %ﬂ(%/
Rev. Timothy J. Mech Rev. John M. Berg
Senior Pastor Associate Pastor

Higher Things “1 Confess” 2010
The Nave and Beyond (see article page 6)

e Join us for lunch or dinner and for the Midweek Lenten Services each Wednesday at either 10am with a
lunch to follow or anytime between 5pm and 6:15pm for dinner with the evening Midweek Lenten Ser-
vice that follows at 6:30pm.

e Please hand out the Trinity Lenten brochures to family, friends, and acquaintances as a way of inviting
them to church. The dates, times, texts, and themes of the services through Easter Sunday are in these
brochures. Bring someone with you both for a meal and church. What a great way of making known
the love of Christ!

e The Trinity Showcase is set for Sunday March 7" and is also the kickoff for our Lutheran Schools Week!
Please join us for a wonderful day and week of fun and fellowship!

e Don't forget to set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night March 13" before you go to bed.
Daylight saving time begins Sunday March 14™. You wouldn’t want to be late for church!

e March 20th is Trinity’s next Emmaus Meal at the Salvation Army. Volunteers are needed to help set up,
serve, clean up and make desserts. This is a great opportunity for families to volunteer together. Con-
tact Roger Buck to volunteer or for more information (458-8246).
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From the Principal

Trinity Lutheran School — Making Known the Love of Christ
Bearing the Fruit of the Spirit

The fruit of the Spirit is ... Faithfulness. (Galatians 5:22,23) b

Why is God faithful to me? Why does He continue to show steadfast love to me?

Why does He keep his promises to love me and forgive me? He is faithful because He

is love. On my own, | am truly a poor, miserable sinner. | have not been faithful to

God. | have not loved the people around me with His love. At the beginning of our

Divine Services, | hear these words: “But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” | go on to confess my sins of thought, word, and deed, by
what | have done and what | have left undone. | deserve God’s punishment, yet I beg for mercy for the sake
of Jesus Christ. The pastor then announces to me the joyous news that God has been merciful to me, Jesus
has died for my sins, and Almighty God has forgiven all of my sins. God is faithful!

His faithfulness shows the depth of His love. This love of Christ has been made known at Trinity for its 157
years. But this message had its beginning in the Garden of Eden. The students of our school are taught that,
in spite of man’s unfaithfulness to God, God has been and continues to be faithful: from Adam and Eve, to
Noah, to Abraham, to David, to Job, to Esther, to Mary Magdalene, to Paul, and to us. God spoke these merci-
ful and loving words to Moses: “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abound-
ing in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin.” (Exodus 34:6-7) Through daily Bible readings the children hear and experience the never-ending
love of God for us in Christ Jesus. As these students hear of the Lord’s faithfulness to them, they will bear the
fruit of faithfulness in their lives. Their faithfulness will show God's love, mercy, and forgiveness to others.
Thank you for supporting this ministry to the children of our community.

Trinity Lutheran School is now accepting students for the 2010-2011 school year. Some of our current families
have been at Trinity for five generations. Two of these families were featured in a recent article in The She-
boygan Press: “Faithful families: Generations of Jurss and Rodewald families trod steps of Trinity School”.
(Contact me for a copy or view the article at http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20100207/
SHE04/2070331.) Another family has only been at our school for 3 months. All of these families are so thank-
ful for God’s faithfulness which is shown to their children daily. We would love to share the love of Christ with
your children or the children of your relatives, friends, and acquaintances. Your “word of mouth” recommen-
dation of Trinity Lutheran School is the number one reason as to why new families enroll their children at Trin-
ity. As we celebrate Lutheran Schools Week, March 7-13, let's continue to give thanks to our faithful God who
has blessed us and will continue to make His love known at Trinity Lutheran School.

May the faithfulness of Christ fill your lives.

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
% ! There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
%@f C Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;

As thou has been, Thou forever wilt be.

Greg Becker

Principal Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;

All I have needed Thy had hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! (LSB #809)
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This year's SALSA Music Festival will be held on Mon-
day, March 8 at St. Mark Lutheran Church. Everyone is
invited to attend and enjoy the talents of our students.
A schedule of student events and times is available in
the school newsletter or on our website. A recital fea-
turing select students from the festival will be held at 2
p.m. on Sunday, March 21 at St. John's Lutheran
Church, Plymouth.

This spring we are privileged to have with us a student
from Concordia University, Mequon. Katie Timm will be
at Trinity working on her Parish Music Practicum. She
will spend time directing the choirs, handbells, and
playing the organ as she prepares to become a full-time
church musician. Please welcome her to Trinity.

Here is the upcoming music schedule at Trinity:

Mar. 7 8:00 a.m. Trinity School M-Z
10:45 a.m. Trinity School A-L
Mar. 10 10:00 a.m. Trinity Singers
6:30 p.m. Mixed Choir
Mar. 14  8:00 a.m. Mixed Choir
10:45 a.m. Trinity Singers
Mar. 17 10:00 a.m. Joy Choir
6:30 p.m. Handbells
Mar. 21  8:00 a.m. Handbells
10:45 a.m. Joy Choir
Mar. 28  8:00 a.m. Mixed Choir
Library /N
- i"\

Walk with Jesus to the cross and rejoice in His victory
over death and His resurrection on Easter with one of
the many books and videos highlighted this Lenten sea-
son in our Library.

Childrens:

“The Week that Led to Easter”
“God'’s Easter Plan”

“The Story of the Empty Tomb”
“The Very First Easter”

Adults:
“Six Hours One Friday”
“And the Angels Were Silent”

Movies:

“He Is Risen

“The Easter Story”

“The Magic Boy's Easter”

Music selections are
A also available.

i i .
Trinity SIXthiH

Grade
Trinity Sixth Grade and Middle School!

Have you ever been to Africa? The 6"/7" Grade
World History Classes are currently planning an In-
teractive Museum of Africa. The project will be dis-
played on Wednesday, March 3 in the gym. The 6"
graders are concentrating on North Africa and the 7™
graders are concentrating on West, Central and
South Africa. Come and learn the Massai dance, eat
traditional food from Africa, see African attire and
many other exciting projects.

The 6-8 graders are currently participating in their
own Winter Olympics. They are participating in
speed skating, bobsledding, hockey, skiing, luge,
snow sculpture, snow football, curling and
snowboarding. They will compete for gold, silver and
bronze medals.

The middle school is starting to wrap up their bas-
ketball season. The teams have really grown in their
skills and teamwork. Our coaches have taught them
well how to win and lose in a Christian-like manner.
The 5/6 teams played some very good basketball
throughout the season and look forward to joining
the 7/8 teams next year. The 7/8 teams have also
played some very good basketball and along the way
and picked up two sportsmanship trophies. The 7/8
teams will be competing in the upcoming Bethlehem
(girls), Immanuel, State and East Central (boys)
tournaments. Don’t forget to check out Trinity’s Ath-
letic Blog for all current news about the teams.
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From the /\
President

In a recent sermon by Rev. Joel Howard, a comment of
Pastor Howards made me think. He mentioned a gift
from his wife that he keeps on his desk. Basically it is a
memo from God that says; ‘Joel, | know what your prob-
lems are; and | won't be needing your help with them
today'.

I found this very interesting in two ways. First, it is a
great reminder to us to put our problems in God’'s hands.
We fret and stress over the small problems in our lives.
Give them to God in your prayers, and know that He will
be with you; strengthening, guiding and supporting.

The second thought was how God uses us to help an-
swer the prayers of others. So, when Joel turns a prob-
lem over to God, God may call on me or you for help. |
think of the recent problems of Trinity members, and the
ways that help was given. The stabbing of Andrew Voss
and the fire that destroyed the home of Mary Niesing are
prime examples. The help started with the great outpour-
ing of prayers for this Christian brother and sister and
support for their families.

On Sunday, February 14th, there was a letter from the
family of Olivia McTrusty. They thanked the people of
Trinity for the prayers, love and support shown to their
daughter during her long fight with Leukemia. God uses
us, our time, talents and treasures to help those in need.
I think of how God uses Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
also. Thrivent donates a lot of money to its local chapter
which is used to support food pantries, Emmaus meals,
reading programs and special fundraisers for people in
need among other things. | look to all of the volunteer
help at Trinity; the people serving on boards or the coun-
cil, the people helping in the classroom, the people keep-
ing the church and grounds looking good and working
properly, and all of the volunteer work to get the Ministry
Center up and working. | look at the Trinity people who
have gone on mission trips over the last few years; and
all of those who supported those trips financially and
with prayer.

So, turn your problems over to God and trust Him to be
there for you. But also, keep your eyes, ears and heart
open for when God calls to you because His church, or
one of His children, needs you to help.

God’s blessings,
Jeff Kelm

Trinity Messenger
Showcase 2010

Trinity Showcase
Sunday, March 7%
Brat Fry 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

(Take-out orders for sandwiches only)

(9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.)
|

Talent Showcase 1:30 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Silent Auction 9:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Live Auction beginning at 1:30 p.m

Auction Highlights:

*Principal for the Day * Front Row Seats at Confirmation
*Pastor’'s Best Home Brewed Beer * Assistant Coach for
the Day *A Day at Blue Harbor with Mrs. Becker * Ipod
Nano *Fishing Trip and shore lunch with Bill Herbst and
Craig Kaiser *Wine Tasting Party for Six * Progressive
Dinner for 6-8 people * Packer Tickets * Front Row
Seats at Choral Candlelight *A Day at the Children’s Mu-
seum with Mrs. Gruben *Preferred Parking Spots * A
Day at the Plymouth Pool with Mrs. Meador *Pennies for
the Playground * Math Tutoring with Mr. Buck

% o

*Brats *Chips 419
*Hamburgers *Jell-o ‘Q,n/)

*German Potato Salad Ay

*Baked Goods

$$ FREE WILL OFFERING $$

Thrivent Choice

[ Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans™

Many of you have been asking about “Thrivent Choice”, the
program replacing “GivingPlus.” Thirvent has given us a
timeline of this new program:

Mid Feb. - institutions will receive information on how to en-
roll in the program (Trinity is presently enrolled)

Mid March - information will be announced regarding the
voting portion of the program

April 19th - voting will begin with info in Thrivent Magazine
May 1st - Program details will be explained

June - all members that previously used “Givingplus” will
receive their personal Thrivent Choice details

July - all members will receive their personal Thrivent
Choice detail



Page 6
Higher Things

Ah, Sheboygan. Brats and Lutherans, and the question is:
are they interchangeable?

Haha, just kidding. My daughter and I, along with the inter-
minably zesty Zeke Bartlett of Mental Llama blog fame,
spent the weekend at a theological retreat sponsored by the
Higher Things Lutheran youth organization. This isn't your
ordinary happy-clappy Christian youth get together. The
topics are decidedly doctrinal and challenging, and the kids,
generally confirmed youth through high school-- carefully
listen. The pastors who lead these sessions are engaging
and entertaining, but they definitely don't hold back when it
comes to going deeply into the chosen topic of the retreat.

The location of the retreat was Trinity Lutheran (one of
them, anyway) in Sheboygan, with its beautiful, restored
sanctuary. The people of Trinity are to be congratulated for
taking such good care of this church they have inherited.
Pastors Mech and Berg can be my pastors, any day.

The chosen topic of the retreat was itself a deep one: the
doctrine of Confession and Absolution. Try luring 175 teen-
agers to something like this. Yeah, just try it!

Yet come they did, and the topic was fascinating. While
there was ample time for the kids to hang out together--as
well as to watch a Hitchcock movie and to see Comedy
Sportz at a nearby restored movie house--the bulk of the
time was taken up with worship, breakout sessions on vari-
ous topics, and longer plenary sessions with two pastors.
The highlight of the plenary sessions was a great video of
Johnny Cash, late in his life, singing an old Nine Inch Nails
tune, HURT. It is worth a look, and was a great setup for
the topic of the need for confession, the greater need for
absolution--and while we're at it for a nice chat about the
lost but returning practice of Private Confession and Absolu-
tion.

I found myself often sitting at the back of the auditorium,
just looking around at these kids. Yes, there was chatting
and joking around, but by and large they listened carefully
to what the presenters were saying. It helped a lot that the
presenters were both interesting, funny, and also inter-
spersed really great videos into their talks.

Scattered around the auditorium and hallways were quotes
from the good Doctor Luther himself, some of them pretty
funny; some of them more funny because of where they
were placed. And of course, the main speakers were called
upon to judge the chocolate chip cookie bakeoff. It sounds
like a good gig, but they were pretty sick of cookies by the
time the judging ended.

Thanks Trinity! We will be back

next year.

What a great weekend!

Bruce Gee - Madison, WI

Trinity Messenger

News & Notes

EMMAUS MEAL: Trinity will be hosting the next Em-
maus Meal on March 20. Positions are available for
setting up the room, serving food in the kitchen, de-
livering food to the tables, clearing the tables and
clean up afterwards. Please contact Roger Buck to
volunteer or for more information:

STEPHEN MINISTRY: Peer Support continues dur-
ing March as we will meet March 1 and 15 at 6:30
pm in the Trinity Lutheran Ministry Center. Note:
Please read Module 22 in the Red manual
“Ministering to Persons Needing Long-Term Care”
pages 557-578 before class.

RED LAKE 2010 SUMMER SERVANT EVENT: All
high school youth grades 9-12 (2009-10 school year)
are invited to participate in the 2010 Red Lake, On-
tario, Servant Event. A dozen Trinity youth attended
the first meeting. We will meet next on March 21, at
6:30 pm in the Trinity Lutheran Ministry Center. All
participants will need passports this summer. Regis-
tration forms are available from Roger Buck.

CLOQUET, MN 2010 SUMMER SERVANT EVENT:
The second planning meeting for the 2010 Cloquet,
MN Servant Event will be held after school (3:30 —
4:30 pm) on Friday, March 19. Forms have been dis-
tributed but additional ones are available from Roger
Buck.

SERVICE/NEEDS: Considering the
economic recession of 2010, Trinity is
sponsoring a bulletin board in the
church lounge where interested per-
sons might sign up if a service is
needed or if a service can be pro-
vided for its members. These may
be smaller projects such as cleaning
or painting or may involve skilled labor such as
plumbing, carpentry, construction, or electrical needs.
Please use yellow note cards provided to record ser-
vices needed, while services provided may be written
on green note cards.

The bulletin board is found near the food pantry cart
in the lounge. Please designate whether the needs
are for hire or volunteer labor. Note: Trinity is pro-
viding this to match needs with services, but is un-
able to be responsible for contacting service provid-
ers or guaranteeing their work.
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2009-2010 Trinity Faculty & Staff

Rev. Timothy J. Mech, Senior Pastor

Rev. John M. Berg, Associate Pastor
Greg Becker, Principal

Roger Buck, Director of Human Care & Outreach
Brian Heinlein, Director of Music

Ken Howard, Teacher Grade Eight
Melissa Hauch, Teacher Grade Seven
Terry Stenklyft, Teacher Grade Six/A.D.
Jill Meador, Teacher Grade Five

Chelsea Sagissor, Teacher Grade Four
Karen Howard, Teacher Grade Three
Carla Becker, Teacher Grade Two

Ruth Hering, Teacher Grade One

Kathy Kirst, Teacher Grade One

Lisa Menzer, Teacher Kindergarten

Kathy Gruben, Teacher 3K & 4K

Kim Roethel, 3K Aid

Amy Janke, Early Childhood Care Director
Christel Miske, German Teacher

Carri Gabrielse, Spanish Teacher
Christine Melcher, Church Office Manager
Colleen Rindt, School Secretary

Bruce Beyer, Part-time Custodian

Billy Free, Part-time Custodian

Sue Leibham, Hot Lunch Coordinator
Mary Niesing, Before & After School Care

2009-2010 Trinity Church Council
Jeff Kelm, President

Jon Dolson, Vice-President
Treasurer

Becky Dunton, Secretary

Joel Pape, Christian Day School
Karen Rach, Christian Education
Dennis Barrow, Elders

Erin Mueller, Evangelism

Ken Leibham, Finance

Al Pentek, Properties

Donna Petzold, Human Care
Charles Hess, Stewardship
Mary Dittmar, Youth

Bradd Stucky, At Large

Andy Rindt, At Large

Trinity Messenger

Member N
Information /|

Baptisms:
Michael Richard Karle, son of Peter & Angela (Meyer) Karle was bap-

tized on February 21

Transfer Out:
Chris & Jessica Burke to Faith Lutheran Church, Germantown WI

Hannah VanDerWeele to Christ Memorial Lutheran Church, Fitchburg,
Wi

Funerals:
Annette Roehrborn died on February 2nd and a funeral was held on
February 6th

Dorothy Aschenbach died on February 3rd and a funeral was held on
February 6th

Gottlieb Schmidt died on February 21st and a funeral was held on
February 25th

Weddings:
Derrick Rupp and Amber Laurich were married on February 19th, 2010

SENIOR
k BREAKFAST

@5/ March 15, 2010 8:30 am

Fountain Park Family Restaurant

YTD (January 31, 2010) RECEIPTS: $87,629
YTD (January 31, 2010) EXPENDITURES: $120,144
YTD Deficit: $32,515

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church
is also a member of:

“Preparing

THE SHEBOYGAN AREA LUTHERAN

HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

vha ».

Lutheran High School
3323 University Dr.
Sheboygan, WI 53081
452-3323

Christian Leaders - One
Student At A Time”

VISION AND MISSION STATEMENTS:
Vision: Making Known the Love of Christ
Mission: Trinity is dedicated to the proclamation of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ within and through its

church and school.

This newsletter is also available online at:

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may de-
clare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9

www.trinitysheboygan.org
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Wed. Mar. 3" 10am/6:30pm
Text: Psalm 38
Theme: “I Confess —and the Lord is Quick
to Help Me”

Sun. Mar. 7 8am/10:45am or

6:30pm Mon.
Text: Luke 13:1-9

Theme: “I’'m Better than You Are, or Am 1?”

Wed. Mar. 10" 10am/6:30pm
Text: Psalm 51
Theme: “I Confess —and God
Creates in Me a New Heart”

Sun. Mar. 14" 8am/10:45am or
6:30pm Mon.
Text: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Theme: “Who’s Really Prodigal?”

Wed. Mar. 17" 10am/6:30pm
Text: Psalm 102
Theme: “I Confess — that | Whither Away
Like Grass”

Sun. Mar. 21" 8am/10:45am or

6:30pm Mon.
Text: Luke 20:9-20

Theme: “Christ is our Cornerstone”

Wed. Mar. 24" 10am/6:30pm
Text: Psalm 143
Theme: “I Confess — that You are My
God!”

Palm Sun. Mar. 28" 8am/10:45am or

6:30pm Mon.
Text: Luke 23:1-56

Theme: “Holy War”

Maundy Thursday April 1%

10am/6:30pm
Text: Psalm 130
Theme: “I Confess — that God Doesn’t
Keep Score!”
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Senkbeil
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

PATRONS:
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Hake

SPONSORS:
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Rindt

Good Friday April 2" 10am/7pm
(Tenebrae Service 7 pm)
Text: Psalm 22
Theme: “I Confess —that | am a Worm
and Not a Man!”

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
April 4™ 6:30am
Text: John 20:1-18
Theme: “Always Living in Easter”

Easter Sunday Festival Services April
4™ 8:30am/10:30am
Text: Luke 24:1-12
Theme: “How Do These Words Seem
to You?”

Trinity Youth will be serving Easter
Breakfast in the Gym from 7:30am-
10:30am.

HhEREEEEERERER

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS:

Anonymous

Mr. Bob Thomack/Senior Insurance Solutions

%%

SUSTAINING SPONSORS:

Anonymous

Don Reineking Builders, LLC

Mr. John Ballhorn

Robin Barrows - The Mane Production Studio of Hair Design
Dale & Barb Feld of ERA/Three Oak Realtors
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Holler

Mrs. Marianne Voss/Quality Metal Polishing Co.
Mrs. Sue Toerpe/Shorewest United Realtors
Elenore K. Kaiser

Louella Koeppen, First Realty Services, INC.

Mr. Tim Ellis/Compu-Tek Accounting

If you would like to become a Messenger sponsor you
are invited to join at the following levels:

Patron ($500);

Sponsor ($300);

Sustaining Sponsor ($100);

Contributing Sponsor ($50)

Other donations welcome.
Please call the church office
at 458-8246 for details.
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